
in Richard Nixgms writ- , In the past deca 
bout the Chinese word for more and more fas 
erm of his in any language. WK *n .McCarthy i 
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ideas about letting China into the United Na- 
tions^ nd renewing- com nxun fcatfon s and trade 
contacts began to float about in the lower ranks 
of the bureaucrac) . They never reached t he im- 
port a n t levels, however,- and then Kennedy was 


ble world order vs as possible w ithout main- 
land China, that Russia should not necessarily 
be on r preeminent Communist contact, that 
China's isolation had produced an ignorance 
about the United States among her leaders that 


m lied ;and the effort stalled— but not before had to be dispelled. 

Bobby. Kennedy had become intrigued, partly Nixon plunged into the job of opening Red 
'a use as Attorney General he had ttmed rhai , Gl-nmv and dragged the rest of the government 

Agnew was not the only one who 
lbts about such a departure. Other Cab- 

the old be- 
pretty good en- 
;Tes$ than a year ago, however 



tonic group in America,. .. , o,T had < 

j^don Johnson blooded about the Chinese iuet oil icers ^nd diplomats clung to 

problem. One mght m Ids-, small Tidy, he *jjlHief thaoihc Red Chinese were preti 
sipped at a i~r to have. Less than a year ag 

m ! lie midst of the Middle East crisis — the 
■is. chair indhe Oval 
eight and thumped 
'Russia isn't going 
China into the farm 
o the United States.. 
; We have got to start the dialogue. Maybe it 
part mem officials. Nevertheless, Johnson 'was .y won't happen in five years, maybe not even in 
eventually intimidated by them. 'The diplo- 10 years. But in 20 years it had better be, or. 

mats tell me we can t do it." lie said, “so I the world is in mortal danger. Jf there is any-. , 

guess we won't." But he never lost his curios- thing 1 want to do before I die, it is to go to 

ity about C'hina. ThrbughTpv planes and'kai' China. If I don't. I want mv children to " 



ity about China, Through spy planes and sat- 
eJffies he not£d every move mat was made as 

China prepared and tested its nuclear weap- 
ons at Lop Nor, “Why/’ he said once, “we 
can tell when they go to the latrine." ; 

It is another of the ironies of history that 


China. If 1 don't, I want mvchtldren to ' 
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‘hat message was sent to the mainland in 
every .conceivable manner, including 
that delicate and deliberate gambit of 
using the phrase “the People’s Republic of 
Red China." Nixon him- 
his toast to Romania's 


nese hand. Twenty years ago Nixon was roar- PrcsidenCNicoIae Ce.ause.scu. American jour-| 

ing that if Taiwan fell. The next fromiei is na-ljsts missed the significance of it. Nixon’s 



freedom and peace. 


made certain the Romanians did not. 
pointed it out to Ceausescu, know ing the 
would go quickly to Peking. 

Right now Nixon is like an eager tourist 


C alilorniaps have a special possessfveness • "thirsting ;to get into China," says one of 
about, Asia because they Joe on. the Pacific. his people. He has a thing about entering new 

By 1967, when Nixon was writing in l orci^n places. Four p^Ores before heyeaches any door- 

fi / 1 1 V \ P P/t f h 111 'J C H /M » 1/ 1' U n ki-,', i I .1 1 1 f 11 1-1 -1. .'A .. 1- r .. 1 I _ , 


A ffairs thin Red China should' be brouglit into 
the family of nations, he was already setting 
himself up as an expert. 

Because of his anfi-Communist back- 
ground, he coujd pull it off more easily than 
others, he told people around him. He talked 
for long hoursabout how everything "came to- 
gether" in mainland China: how Russian and 
United States interests met. and those of Ja- 
pan and Indonesia. Nixon was swept along, 
too, by what one of his men describes as That 
certain magic of China." There is a smell of ad- 
venture about China. and Nixon is a kind of 
gray-flannel explorer. He became interested in 
Chinese civilization and concluded that the 
Chinese were perhaps the most talented 


way he straightens up, shifts his ambulatory 
gears, goes through the door with power. Aides 
have learned to clear the aisles when Air Force 
One puts down at some distant airport. In a 
new country like Romania or Yugoslavia he 
comes out of the cabin door like Stanley dis- 
covering Livingstone, China would be the ul- 
timate entrance. 

His chances of getting there soon are remote, 
of course. But like any traveler who has got 
the taste and -has studied the folders, he keeps 
hoping. The thought of the traveling White 
House — with its horde of advance men, its car- 
avan of jets, its army of photographers and re- 
porters— was enough to make Henry Kissinger 
wonder good-naturedly if several years of care- 
ergetic and creative of Asian peoples. Out of Tul preparation weren't necessary before even 


en- 


t h a t came h is~p oli tied fcoiicliisions: that 


t could survive such an assault. 


